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Nevada Partners Recognized For Conservation

From left to right: Ken Mayer, David Spicer, Ted Koch and Ren Lohoefener

On September 5, 2012, U. S. Fish and
Wildlife (Service) Region 8 Director
Ren Lohoefener, presented the Service
Citizen's Award to David Spicer for his
contribution to the habitat restoration
and conservation of the Amargosa
toad (Anaxyrus nelsoni). This national
award recognizes private citizens

and organizations for their voluntary
contributions to the mission and goals of
the Service.

Other partners recognized for

their contributions to the species’
conservation included: Shirley Harlan;
Ed Ringle; Beatty Habitat Committee;
Town of Beatty; The Nature Conservancy
(TNC), Southern Nevada Field Office;
Nevada Natural Heritage Program;
Bureau of Land Management (BLM),

Photo: USFWS

Tonopah Field Office; Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Las Vegas
Service Center; Nye County; Amargosa
Conservancy; and Saving Toads through
Off-Road Racing, Ranching and Mining
in the Oasis Valley (STORM-OV).

Joining Regional Director Lohoefener
to present certificates and plaques

to honor the Nevada partners at Red
Rock National Conservation Area, were
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW)
Director Ken Mayer, Senator Reid’s
representative Sara Moffat, Senator
Heller's representative Chaunsey
Chau-Duong, Congressman Joe Heck’s
representative Brian Weaver, and the
Service's Nevada State Supervisor Ted
Koch.

Continued on page 2



Byipartnering with federal and state
agencies, non-profit organizations, local
government, and fellow landowners,
and acquiring grants, David Spicer and
partners have restored 11 springs,
enhanced one mile of the Amargosa

River, and created or enhanced 57 acres

of toad breeding and foraging habitat
mostly on private land.

The Amargosa toad was first petitioned
for listing under the Endangered Species

evada Partners (contlnued)

Act (ESA) in 1994 due to threats which
included invasive species, habitat loss,
vegetation encroachment, and ground
water pumping.

The Servic%was petitioned for listing a

second time in 2008 and completed a

12-month review of the toad's status in

July 2040. The Service determined that

tﬁspecies did not warrant protection
er the ESA.

,Tb‘e {Se é}«fe was able to reacL
ryvarran d determination beéaUSe of the
'/coordm%ted conservation ork by the
local community, and agency partners.
Their conservation efforts demonstrate
that a community working together can
help preclude the qefe;‘d to list a species.
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A Passion For Amargosa Toads

With a passion for conservation of the
Amargosa toad, David Spicer, a
rancher in Beatty, Nevada, has
successfully rallied together

his community. His leadership
brought together environmental
organizations, off-road vehicle
users, mining interests, ranchers,
members of the Nevada business
community not usually associated
with species conservation, as
well as the local community,

1o implement conservation
actions for the Amargosa toad.
Their conservation efforts for

the Amargosa toad have helped
preclude the need to list the
species.

In addition to his community
leadership, Spicer founded a
non-profit organization, Saving
Toads Though Off-Road Racing,
Ranching and Mining in the Oasis
Valley (STORM-0V), and designed
and constructed spring outflows to
maintain functional toad habitat
through Nevadas hot, dry summers.

In response to a petition to list the
Amargosa toad, an Amargosa Toad
Working Group was formed to provide
management and conservation
guidance for the toad. Members of this
group include NDOW, TNC, BLM, Nevada
Natural Heritage Program, NRCS,

Beatty Habitat Committee, Nye County,
local residents and the town of Beatty,
Nevada.

On September 14, 2011, Rob Moroka,
Ecologist and Nevada Conservation
Advocate for the Center for Biological
Diversity wrote Mr. Spicer a letter
commending him and the other partners
as follows:

“STORM-OV-has been able to bring

David Spicer holds Amargosa toads at a restoration
project on his private property.

the community, miners, ranchers,
motorized recreation enthusiasts, and
conservation organizations together

to effectively work with the FWS and

the Nevada Department of Wildlife in
accomplishing significant on-the-ground
conservation actions that have benefited
the toads and resulted in an increasing
population trend. Dave Spicer has been
at the heart of these activities and
instills a contagious enthusiasm and
spirit into the conservation efforts.”

This community working together is the
perfect example of successful habitat
restoration and species conservation.

Photo: C. Manville, USFWS "
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- Amargosa toads are members
of the family Bufumdae, which
includes North American true
toads. The species is only found
in the Oasis Val@y in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The historical
and current range of the Amargosa
toad is estimated to sccur along
an approximately 10 mile stretch
of the Amargosa Rlver and nearby

Photo: M. Burraughs, USFWS

Breeding season for the Amargosa
toad begins in mid-February, when egy
cluiches are laid. A\femaié may lay up
to 6,000 eggs in a smg[e clutch, which
appears as a long strand of black dots
intertwined among vegetation along
the edges of a slow-movngg« tfeam or

™ | telgn ely open water that,

g}*]!in e ugh fp‘r’t‘he tadpole '
@nfamom__ se into toadlets and leave i
e water. ﬁeﬂ“&actmty tapglg off
nds in July. The'e sz’lc‘alIy -xi
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A Message From The State Supervisor

Former Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt once said at a conference | attended, “We in the
conservation community don't celebrate our successes enough.” | agree.

However, we in Nevada have had good reason to celebrate recently, and we've not missed the
opportunities. As you can see in the cover story of this newsletter, Dave Spicer and partners in
Beatty, Nevada, worked together to conserve habitat for the Amargosa toad sufficiently to preclude
the need to list it under the Endangered Species Act. In addition, conservation groups who in
other instances have litigated the Service to list species supported these conservation efforts and
eventually agreed that toads were adequately conserved and listing wasn’t warranted.

This successful partnership is a good example of how working together really can make a
difference in conservation of a species. We are hopeful that a strong partnership network that is
developing and seeking to conserve greater sage-grouse will be as successful as the partnership in Beatty.

Many challenges remain for many of Nevada's species but we're making progress and enhancing existing or forging new
partnerships in the process. We look forward to celebrating these and many future success with you.
Sincerely, - U

Edward D. Koch
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