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From left to right: Ken Mayer, David Spicer, Ted Koch and Ren lohoefener Photo: USFWS 

On September 5, 2012, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife (Service) Region 8 Director 
Ren Lohoefener, presented the Service 
Citizen's Award to David Spicer for his 
contribution to the habitat restoration 
and conservation of the Amargosa 
toad (Anaxyrus ne/soni). This national 
award recognizes private citizens 
and organizations for their voluntary 
contributions to the mission and goals of 
the Service. 

Other partners recognized for 
their contributions to the species' 
conservation included: Shirley Harlan; 
Ed Ringle; Beatty Habitat Committee; 
Town of Beatty; The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC), Southern Nevada Field Office; 
Nevada Natural Heritage Program; 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 

.-

Tonopah Field Office; Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Las Vegas 
Service Center; Nye County; Amargosa 
Conservancy; and Saving Toads through 
Off-Road Racing, Ranching and Mining 
in the Oasis Valley (STORM·OV). 

Joining Regional Director Lohoefener 
to present certificates and plaques 
to honor the Nevada partners at Red 
Rock National Conservation Area, were 
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) 
Director Ken Mayer, Senator Reid's 
representative Sara Moffat, Senator 
Heller's representative Chaunsey 
Chau-Duong, Congressman Joe Heck's 
representative Brian Weaver, and the 
Service's Nevada State Supervisor Ted 
Koch. 

Continued on page 2 
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Nevada Partners (continued) 

By partnering with federal and state 
agencies, non-profit organizations, local 
government, and fellow landowners, 
and acquiring grants, David Spicer and 
partners have restored 11 springs, 
enhanced one mile of the Amargosa 
River, and created or enhanced 57 acres 
of toad breeding and foraging habitat 
mostly on private land. 

The Amargosa toad was first petitioned 
for listing under the Endange red Species 

. 
~ !!! 

Act (ESA) in 1994 due to threats which The Service was able to reach t his not 
included invasive species, habitat loss, warranted determination because of the 
vegetation encroachment, and ground coordinated conservation work by the 
water pumping. local community, and agency partners. 

Their conservation efforts demonstrate 
The Service was petitioned for listing a that a community work ing together can 
second time in 2008 and completed a help preclude the need to list a species. 
12-month review of the toad's status in 
July 2010. The Service determined that 
the species did not warrant protection 
under the ESA. 

Shirley Harlan (left) with Ken Mayer Photo: D. Nialsen/NDOW 

As chair of the Beatty Habitat CQmmittee, Shi~ley Harlan took on 
th.~ ~eatty Habitat and~rails Proj,e~t ,~d.'nevl!r.gav~ u~, even VIIhen 
funding and support declined. S,he Intro.~u~eifblOloglstS' to landoWn· 
ers in the early 1 99d's~to ~egin the proci¥ of evalua~ingtb~ status 
Of the speciesTnd slfcuring'ilccess to private lfrOpertlesfii'fsurveys. 
She has persisted through oppositionover the ensuing two decades. 
Without her persistence, the Belltty Hablt~t Committee and FrielJds 
of the Amargosa Toad would have been distant memories. Shirley .h~~, 
landscaped her property to provide toad habitat, which has served as 
a source population of toads in thearea. 

Ed Ringle (center) with Ken Mayer (left) and Ted Koch (right) 
Photo: D. NielsenlNDOW 

As i'rflajor commercial property andbusiness owner in Beatty, 
Ed Ringle donated pro perty to the TNC for toad conservation and 
partneredwith TNC to cohlplete toadhabitat restoration projects 
on his propert.y. Mr. R~ngl~~ T~(jJ:o ntinue to improve ~abitat 
along the Amargosa River, l!Vhrclt IS ~art of the parcel donate~ to 
TNC for conli~rviUiQn purposqpi~~uts..Q~lIlt to prescri bed conservation 
actions·inthel\lmI.rgosa Toad (qns1i'vatjcl,n Agreement and 
Strategy. 
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Beatty Habitat Committee 
Shirley Harlan, Beatty Habitat Committee !right) Sara MoHall/eft), Brian Weaver (left center, 
Chaunsey Chau·Duong(right center) Photo; USFWS 

The Beatty Habitat Committee was formed in ZOOO as a,localorganization to protect 
habitat for the Amargosa toad. In 2001 , the Committee and Beatty Town Board 
sponsored , .multi·use workshop to discuss and resolve potential problems in the Amargosa 
River and O'asis Valley area. The Committee helped organize a Charette which served as 
one of the first-landscape planning efforts with a goal to enhance economic development in 
Beatty and provide for !:Qnservation of the toad. The Governor of Nevada proclaimed the 
If8y of the Charette as a' day in honorof the BeattyHabitat and Trails Project. 

Town of Beatty 
Erika Gerling, Townof Beatty lcenter), Ken Mayer (left), Ted Koch (right) Photo; D. NielsenlNDOW 

The BeattyTown Board formed the Beatty Habitat Committee in 2000 to begin planning 
for a trail system with conservation projects for the toad. The Beatty Town Board provides 
meeting facilities for th~ ~margosa Toad Working Group, and funding, for a pocket park and 
other projects in Beatty. 

Nye CounW 
Gary Hollis, Nye County (center), Ted Koch(left), Ken Mayer (right) Photo; D. Nielsen/NOOW 

Mye County became invoJved with the Amargosa Toad WorkingGroup,in October2000 
by signing the Amargosa Toad Conservation Agreement and Strategy. Nye County has 
provided support and funding for toad conservation efforts including the Beatty Habitat 
and Trails Project. The.County has committed staff resources for the Amargosa Toad 
Working Group and coordiolltes county .planningefforts with the group to avoid conflicts 
with the toad. lobey coordinate with NDOW and Service biologists on ways to control 
mosquitoes,..w'hich may harbor West Nile virus, without impactingtoads. 

Amargosa Conservancy  
Donna Lamm, Amargosa Conservancy tcenter), Ted~~och (left'l, Ken Mayer (right)  

Photo; D. iIrelsen/NDOW 

The Am. argosa Conser~ancv.is d~diC~d.. to. the p.rote,oJip~Qf the land, water, and be4uty 
of the Amargosa area 10 Cahforma amrNe~ada. TIle ~argosa Conservancyhas been:.. 

tively invofved in toad conservation by:\"articipating~;ineetingh}f the AmargoS'a To~ 
king Group and regularly contributing to ;tPe grouq.~Yh~Conservancy recently dona~d 

property along the Amargosa River in Be,t~fi)r'aplicket{HIj<, whic6 setves;;&'8 demon-
strati6n ptoject in support of the Beatty Trails Pfo)eci. 'Soil~leeand STORM·OV. donated 

.~. - - . 
and seniices to construBt the park. 

http:Conser~ancv.is
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Saving Toads Through Off·Road R,acina, Ranchin!fand Mining in the Oasis ValJey 
Brad Hunt, STORM·OV(center), Ken!'t'ayer lIeft), Te~; ~~b fright) Photo: O. Nieisen/NDOW 

STORM·OV was fo~med to provide toad conservation through habitat restoration, 
protection, and community involvement to achiev.,progress toward goals established 
in the 2000 Amargosa Toad Conservation Agre~ment and Strategy. Accomplishments 
include: projects to avoid impacts to the toad such as construction of culvert systems; 
removal of invasive salt cedar and thinning of riparian vegetation to improve conditions for 
the toad; projects to minimize toad predation; and controlled livestock grazing. STORM·OV 
works withthq;§.ervice's Partners forFish and Wildlife Program and NDOW's landowner 
Incentive Program. 

The Nature Conservancy, Southern Nevada Field Office 
Jim Moore. TNC (center), Ken Mayer (left), Ted Koch'~ightl Photo: USFWS 

TNCpurchased the 130 acre Torrance Ranch in 1999 and the 524 acre Parker Ranch in 
2000 to be managed for the Amargosa toad. TNC has worked with the Service's. Partners 
for FishanlfWildlife Program and NDOW's landowner Incentive ProgramJo implement 
several habitat restor.ation projects benefiting the toad. TNC contin.!I~S: to workwith part· 
ners and volunteers tii~ remove debris from the banks .of th~ 1'rarl(p~tRiver to 1!hQ.i'ove 
habitat for the AmargO'ta~toad and restore habitat o(li1he'pafI;QI Ifo'n.tted by~ii. Jlil1gllJ~ 

Bureau of Land Management Tonopah Field Office 
Thomas Seley, BlM (center), Ken Mayer (left), Ted Koch (rightl Photo: O. Nielsen/NOOW 

BlM provided funding for invasive salt cedar removal to improve toad habitat and 
implemente'fother habitat improvement projects. including construction of a fence to 
control burro use at Bryan Spring and prepared an environmental assessment for restoring 
live spring systems. BlM continues to provide biologists tor annual toad population 
monitoring surveys. 

N~tural Res;ources Conservation Servioe, Las Vegas Service Center 
Jarrod Edmiinds, NRCS (center), TedKoch (left), Ken Mayer. fright) Photo: O. Nielsen/NDOW ..-
In 2001, NRCS provided fundingto TNCund_erJh~ir Wetla,ilds Reserve Program for 
improvements to 190 acres of the Parker Ranc~~o benefii the Amargosa toadand other 
Wildlife, the first project of its k.ind.in Nevada. NiCS sta. advises the Amargosa Toad. 

Working Group on the b~nefits ofgrating and hoW,it can ~usedas a tool to improve 
habitat conditions for the toad. Inzp)i.li the NR~~~ide.ding to Dave Spicer-Jor 
toad habitat work on his·property~ 

IUevada Natural Heritage Program 
The Neyada Natural Heritage Program c'hairs agd organi~~stth,~emi.annual Amargosa 
Toad Working GrOJl.pmeetings .and facilitates many of thefr administrative functions. 

http:Inzp)i.li
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Passion For Amargosa Toads 

With a passion for conservation of the 
Amargosa toad, David Spicer, a 
rancher in Beatty, Nevada, has 
successfully rallied together 
his community. His leadership 
brought together environmental 
organizations, off-road vehicle 
users, mining interests, ranchers, 
members of the Nevada business 
community not usually associated 
with species conservation, as 
well as the local community, 
to implement conservation 
actions for the Amargosa toad. 
Their conservation efforts for 
the Amargosa toad have helped 
preclude the need to list the 
species. 

In addition to his community 
leadership, Spicer founded a 
non-profit organization, Saving 
Toads Though Off-Road Racing, 
Ranching and Mining in the Oasis 
Valley (STORM-OV), and designed 
and constructed spring outflows to 
maintain functional toad habitat 
through Nevadas hot, dry summers. 

In response to a petition to list the 
Amargosa toad , an Amargosa Toad 
Working Group was formed to provide  
management and conservation  
guidance for the toad. Members of this  
group include NDOW, TNC, BLM, Nevada  
Natural Heritage Program, NRCS,  
Beatty Habitat Committee, Nye County,  
local residents and the town of Beatty,  
Nevada.  

On September 14, 2011, Rob Moroka,  
Ecologist and Nevada Conservation  
Advocate for the Center for Biological  
Diversity wrote Mr. Spicer a letter  
commending him and the other partners  
as follows:  

"STORM-OV has been able to bring 

David Spicer holds Amargosa toads at a restoration 
project on his private property. 

the community, miners, ranchers, 
motorized recreation enthusiasts, and 
conservation organizations together 
to effectively work with the FWS and 
the Nevada Department of Wildlife in 
accomplishing significant on-the-ground 
conservation actions that have benefited 
the toads and resulted in an increasing 
population trend. Dave Spicer has been 
at the heart of these activities and 
instills a contagious enthusiasm and 
spirit into the conservation efforts." 

This community working together is the 
perfect example of successful habitat 
restoration and species conservation. 

Amargosa Toad 
Amargosa toads are members 
of the family Bufonidae, which 
includes North American true 

toads. The species is only found 
in the Oasis Valley in southern Nye 

County, Nevada. The historical 
and current range of the Amargosa 

toad is estimated to occur along 
an approximately 10 mile stretch 
of the Amargosa River and nearby 
spring systems, roughly between 

towns of SpringdaJe'and'B'eatty. 
The amounfof ~nown and potential 
Amargosa tJtC\dhabitiiJ is estimated 
at~6j63,3- !!l;reS, appr~ilnatery ,50 

percen' Df'which is DIfprivafe land. 

Photo: M. Burroughs. USFWS 

Breeding season for the Amargosa 
toad begins in mid-February, when egg 
clutches are laid. Afemale may lay up 
to 6,000 eggs in a single clutch, which 
appears as a long strand of black dots 

intsrtwined among vegetation along 
the ~dges of a slow-moving, stream or 
shallowbody of water. Toa~$ require 

relatively open water that pe~sists 
Ibng enough for the tadpoles to 

metamorpliose into toadlets and leave 
tii~ water. Breeding activity tap~s off 

I 
a~"'ands in July. The~eggs trpically 

deveiop ipto tadpoles within a week and 
1adpoles turn into toadlets . 
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Nevada Fish & Wildlife Office 
1340 Financial Boulevard, Suite 234 
Reno,NV 89502 

Phone: 775·861·6300 
Fax: 775·861·6301 

t NV 89003 

We're on the web! 
http://www.fws.gov/nevada 

Follow us at: 
http://www.facebook.com/usfwspacificsouthwest 
http://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest 
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A Message From The State Supervisor 

Former Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt once said at a conference I attended, "We in the  
conservation community don't celebrate our successes enough." I agree.  

However, we in Nevada have had good reason to celebrate recently, and we've not missed the  
opportunities. As you can see in the cover story of this newsletter, Dave Spicer and partners in  
Beatty, Nevada, worked together to conserve habitat for the Amargosa toad sufficiently to preclude  
the need to list it under the Endangered Species Act. In addition, conservation groups who in  
other instances have litigated the Service to list species supported these conservation efforts and  
eventually agreed that toads were adequately conserved and listing wasn't warranted.  

This successful partnership is a good example of how working together really can make a  
difference in conservation of a species. We are hopeful that a strong partnership network that is  
developing and seeking to conserve greater sage-grouse will be as successful as the partnership in Beatty.  

Many challenges remain for many of Nevada's species but we're making progress and enhancing existing or forging new  
partnerships in the process. We look forward to celebrating these and many future success with you.  
Sincerely, ___ _  

.., 
'~i1~ 

Edward D. Koch 

~ 
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